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Flandin's Government being defeated over finance on May 30;
Bouisson formed a Cabinet on June i, but it lived precariously
for only three or four days, Laval coming into power on June 7,
and holding the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the Premiership.
FRESH TROUBLE IN DANZIG
In mid-May Lester, the League's High Commissioner in Danzig,
appeared befpre the Council in Geneva and informed it of the
attacks which Greiser, the Nazi President of the Free City, had
made on the rights of the Minorities. He spoke of the efforts he had
undertaken on behalf of the Minorities, and of the rebuffs from
the Danzig Government he himself had received while doing so.
Later in the month the Council had before it petitions asking for
redress sent in by the Minorities, particularly the Jewish Minority,
some time before—one petition had been presented to the Council
in December of the previous year, and then the Council had
decided to adjourn consideration of the petition on condition
that the Danzig Government should enter into negotiations with
the protesting party. That Government accepted the condition
and soon afterwards violated it. On May 24 the question led to
a lively debate in the Council, the upshot of which was that the
Council expressed its confidence in Lester, and Grieser responded
by disclaiming any intention of reflecting on the League's methods
or actions. What came out from the discussion was that whereas
the Nazi Danzigers thought that the League's Commissioner
should act only as an arbitrator between Poland and Danzig,
his functions extended over the working of all the relations of
the Free City Government, internal as well as external.
Trouble of a different and even more serious character was
experienced in Danzig in connexion with finance early in June.
Some obscurity had overhung the Free City Government's
finance for a considerable time, and it was freely asserted both
in Danzig and outside it that the real position was that the Govern-
ment was bankrupt, but was kept going by subsidies from Beria;
latterly this assistance, it was stated, had been withdrawn, with
the result that the Government was in serious difficulties,
was turning to look for aid to Poland, who was willing to

